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The Participation Grants (PG) Committee is composed of: Oana Fotache Dubălaru 
(Chair), Adelaide Russo, Sayantan Dasgupta, and Emanuelle Rodrigues Dos Santos. 

Following the Executive Committee (EC) Meeting held in Delhi (8–9 September 2024), 
where the EC approved an increased budget of $3,000 (to be allocated toward 
registration fee waivers, travel support, and accommodation), the PG Committee 
established a timeline for application submissions and issued a call for applications. 
Applicants were asked to submit a CV and a motivation letter. The call was publicized 
on both the Congress and ICLA websites, as well as through the ICLA newsletter. 

The competition was extremely selective, with 348 applicants from around the world 
vying for only 15 grants. Initially, only 10 to 11 applications could be funded. However, 
thanks to a last-minute donation, the total budget was increased to $4,000. For 
comparison, the previous call for the 2022 Tbilisi Congress received only 40 
applications. 

The 348 applicants represented 34 countries, as follows: China (168), India (34), USA 
(28), UK (17), Hong Kong (14), Japan (10), Korea (10), Singapore (8), France (6), 
Bangladesh (6), Australia (5), Morocco (4), Philippines (4), Germany (4), Vietnam (3), 
Brazil (3), Canada (3), Georgia (2), Belgium (2), Qatar (2), and one applicant each from 
Austria, Egypt, Italy, Kenya, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Poland, Senegal, Spain, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Türkiye, and Ukraine. 

The committee held several meetings in February and March (with 14 March as the 
application deadline), as well as in early April, to prepare, assess applications, 
deliberate, and finalize the list of awardees. The final list of grantees was published on 
the Congress website:  

https://icla2025-seoul.kr/en/program/researchers 

The key criteria considered in the evaluation process were: the academic and financial 
standing evidenced in the CV and motivation letter, any special circumstances 
described by the applicants, and the country of origin or institutional affiliation. 

The PG Committee also undertook the implementation of the ICLA Matching Grants for 
the organization of early-career events by Member Associations. This initiative, 
proposed by Professor Lucia Boldrini, ICLA President, was approved at the 2024 EC 
Meeting in Delhi. It was agreed that research-focused events for students and early-
career researchers, organized by National Associations, could be co-funded through a 



matching grants scheme. ICLA’s contribution would be acknowledged, along with use 
of its logo. A total of $2,500 was allocated annually, allowing for up to 10 grants of up to 
$250 each, to be disbursed in two rounds per year (typically in October and March), 
matched by the National Associations. 

A call for applications was issued and disseminated through various channels: 

https://www.ailc-icla.org/ailc-icla-matching-grants-for-the-organisation-of-early-
career-events-by-member-associations/ 

The deadline for the first round of applications was 15 April 2025. Possibly due to the 
short preparation time, no applications were received in this round. The process will 
resume in fall 2025. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Oana Fotache Dubălaru 

Bucharest, June 2025 


